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Rule 9019-4 Arbitration. 

(a) Referral to Arbitration under Fed. R. Bankr. P. 9019(c).  
The Court may allow the referral of a matter to final and 
binding arbitration under Fed. R. Bankr. P. 9019(c). 

(b) Referral to Arbitration under 28 U.S.C. § 654.  The Court 
may allow the referral of an adversary proceeding to 
arbitration under 28 U.S.C. § 654. 

(c) Arbitrator Qualifications and Appointment.  In addition to 
fulfilling the qualifications of a mediator found in Local 
Rule 9019-2(b), a person qualifying as an arbitrator 
hereunder must be certified as an arbitrator through a 
qualifying program.  An arbitrator shall be appointed (and 
may be disqualified) in the same manner as in Local Rule 
9019-2(e).  The arbitrator shall be liable only to the 
extent provided in Local Rule 9019-2(e)(iv). 

(d) Powers of Arbitrator. 

(i) An arbitrator to whom an action is referred shall 
have the power, upon consent of the parties, to 

(A) Conduct arbitration hearings; 

(B) Administer oaths and affirmations; and 

(C) Make awards. 

(ii) The Fed. R. Civ. P. and the Fed. R. Bankr. P. apply 
to subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses and the 
production of documents at a voluntary arbitration 
hearing. 

(e) Arbitration Award and Judgment. 

(i) Filing and Effect of Arbitration Award.  An 
arbitration award made by an arbitrator, along with 
proof of service of such award on the other party by 
the prevailing party, shall be filed with the Clerk 
promptly after the arbitration hearing is concluded.  
The Clerk shall place under seal the contents of any 
arbitration award made hereunder and the contents 
shall not be known to any Judge who might be 
assigned to the matter until the Court has entered a 
final judgment in the action or the action has 
otherwise terminated. 
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(ii) Entering Judgment of Arbitration Award.  Arbitration 
awards shall be entered as the judgment of the Court 
after the time has expired for requesting a 
determination de novo, with no such request having 
been filed.  The judgment so entered shall be 
subject to the same provisions of law and shall have 
the same force and effect as a judgment of the 
Court, except that the judgment shall not be subject 
to review in any other court by appeal or otherwise. 

(f) Determination De Novo of Arbitration Awards. 

(i) Time for Filing Demand.  Within twenty-eight (28) 
days after the filing of an arbitration award under 
Local Rule 9019-4(e) with the Clerk, any party may 
file a written demand for a determination de novo 
with the Court. 

(ii) Action Restored to Court Docket.  Upon a demand for 
determination de novo, the action shall be restored 
to the docket of the Court and treated for all 
purposes as if it had not been referred to 
arbitration. 

(iii) Exclusion of Evidence of Arbitration.  The Court 
shall not admit at the determination de novo any 
evidence that there has been an arbitration 
proceeding, the nature or amount of any award or any 
other matter concerning the conduct of the 
arbitration proceeding, unless 

(A) The evidence would otherwise be admissible in 
the Court under the Federal Rules of Evidence; 
or 

(B) The parties have otherwise stipulated. 

(g) This Local Rule shall not apply to arbitration under 
9 U.S.C. § 3, if applicable. 
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Rule 9019-5 Mediation.  

(a) Types of Matters Subject to Mediation.  The Court may 
assign to mediation any dispute arising in an adversary 
proceeding, contested matter or otherwise in a bankruptcy 
case.  Except as may be otherwise ordered by the Court, all 
adversary proceedings filed in a business case shall be 
referred to mandatory mediation, except an adversary 
proceeding in which (i) the United States Trustee is the 
plaintiff; (ii) one or both parties are pro se; or 
(iii) the plaintiff is seeking a preliminary injunction or 
temporary restraining order.  Parties may also stipulate to 
mediation, subject to Court approval. 

(b) Effects of Mediation on Pending Matters.  The assignment of 
a matter to mediation does not relieve the parties to that 
matter from complying with any other Court orders or 
applicable provisions of the Code, the Fed. R. Bankr. P. or 
these Local Rules.  Unless otherwise ordered by the Court, 
the assignment to mediation does not delay or stay 
discovery, pretrial hearing dates or trial schedules. 

(c) The Mediation Process. 

(i) Cost of Mediation.  Unless otherwise ordered by the 
Court, or agreed by the parties, (1) in an adversary 
proceeding that includes a claim to avoid and 
recover any alleged avoidable transfer pursuant to 
11 U.S.C. §§ 544, 547, 548 and/or 550, the 
bankruptcy estate (or if there is no bankruptcy 
estate, the plaintiff in the adversary proceeding) 
shall pay the fees and costs of the mediator and (2) 
in all other matters, the fees and costs of the 
mediator shall be shared equally by the parties.   

(ii) Time and Place of Mediation Conference.  After 
consulting with all counsel and pro se parties, the 
mediator shall schedule a time and place for the 
mediation conference that is acceptable to the 
parties and the mediator.  Failing agreement of the 
parties on the date and location for the mediation 
conference, the mediator shall establish the time 
and place of the mediation conference on no less 
than twenty-one (21) days’ written notice to all 
counsel and pro se parties.   

(iii) Submission Materials.  Unless otherwise instructed 
by the mediator, not less than seven (7) days before 


