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Partner 

Lisa Hill Fenning, a  fellow  of the American 
College of Bankruptcy, is  a  partner in the 
bankruptcy and corporate  reorganization 
practice group. She advises  and represents  

companies in the energy, real es tate , communications , 
entertainment, sports , t ravel, transportation, technology, and 
other indus tries  w ith respect to corpora te  and financial 
res tructuring, asset  acquis it ions  and mergers  in bankruptcy, and 
bankruptcy and insolvency-related lit igation, draw ing upon her 
extens ive experience in pres iding over thousands  of Chapter 1 1  
corporate  reorganizations  as  a  bankruptcy judge. Ms. Fenning 
also serves  as  a  mediator in bankruptcy-related matters , including 
plan mediations  and lit igation disputes , and advises  clients  on 
negotiating and s tructuring transactions  to provide protection 
from potential counterparty bankruptcies .  

From 1 9 8 5 to 2 00 0 , Ms. Fenning served as a  US Bankruptcy 
J udge for the Central Dis tric t  of California , and then as  a 
mediator w ith J AMS. Before her appointment to the bench, she 
w as  a  lit igator and bankruptcy practit ioner w ith firms  in Chicago 
and Los  Angeles . Ms . Fenning graduated Yale Law  School, 
follow ing w hich she clerked for the Honorable  Philip W. Tone of 
the US Court  of Appeals  for the Seventh Circuit .  

Representative Matters  

 In re  Delta  Airlines , Inc. (Bankr. S.D.N.Y.)—Representing 
tw o aircraft  lessors  holding filed claims  of approximately 
US$ 2 30  million, in defense of tes t-case lit igation 
challenging leveraged lease-related tax indemnity claims . 
(Pending); 

 In re  3 dfx, Inc. (Bankr. N.D. Cal)—Representing landlord 
w ho is  the larges t  general unsecured creditor of failed 
publicly held technology company.  (Pending); 

 In re  Adelphia  Communications  Corp. (Bankr. S.D.N.Y.)—
Represented major provider of programming in the 
res tructuring of its  contracts  w ith ACC and the success ful 
resolution of adminis trative contract  c laims  aris ing from 

Contact Information  
Lisa.Fenning@aporter.com  
tel: + 1 21 3.24 3.40 19   
fax: + 1  2 13 .2 43 .4 19 9  
 
4 4 th Floor  
7 7 7 South Figueroa Street  
Los  Angeles,  CA 90 01 7-58 44   

Practice Areas   
Bankruptcy and Corporate 
Res tructuring  
Corporate and Securit ies   

Education  
J D, Yale Law  School, 19 74   
BA, Welles ley College,  1 97 1  

Admiss ions  
California  
Illinois  
Dis trict  of Columbia  
New  York  
Supreme Court of the United 
States  
US Court of Appeals  for the 
Second, Third, Sixth, Seventh,  
and Ninth Circuits  
US Dis trict  Courts  for the 
Eas tern,  Northern and Southern 
Dis tricts  of California  
US Dis trict  Court for the 
Northern District  of Illinois  
US Dis trict  Court for the 
Southern Dis trict of New York  
 

 



Lisa Hill Fenning 
Arnold & Porter LLP  2  

termination of the new  contracts  upon sale  of the assets ; 

 In re  United Airlines , Inc. (Bankr. N.D. Ill.)—Represented five aircraft  lessors  and tw o real 
property lessors  holding filed claims  of nearly US$ 1  billion. Success fully defended tes t-case 
lit igation challenging leveraged lease-related tax indemnity claims;  

 In re  Pacific  Gas  and Electric  Company (Bankr. N.D. Cal.)—Represented parent of utility 
company in the larges t  utility Chapter 1 1  case, w ith primary respons ibility for jurisdiction 
and enforcement is sues  in success ful solvent company reorganization; 

 In re  Kaiser Aluminum Corporation (Bankr. D. Del.)—Represented parent of major a luminum 
manufacturer w ith respect  to tax allocation and other intercompany issues ; 

 In re  Comdisco, Inc. (Bankr. N.D. Ill.)—Obtained multimillion-dollar employment contract 
sett lement for former executive; 

 In re  Wash Depot Holdings , Inc. (D. Del.)—Represented secured lender in contes ted plan 
confirmation batt le , ult imately result ing in a  satis factory buyout of the claim for cash; 

 In re  Metromedia Fiber Netw ork (Bankr. S.D.N.Y.)—Recovered fully-equipped s tate-of-the-
art  w ebhos ting data center, plus  a  multimillion cash sett lement, on behalf of a  landlord—
w ithin the firs t  s ix w eeks  of the Chapter 1 1  case; and 

 In re  Complas , Inc. (Bankr. C.D. Cal.)—Represented te lecommunications  service company 
in liquidating Chapter 1 1  case in the w ake of 9 /11  market collapse. Success fully 
trans it ioned operations  and personnel, and satisfied nearly US$ 40  million in secured debt. 

Pres ided Over: 

 In re  Bruce McNall, In re  Los  Angeles  Kings  Hockey (Bankr. C.D. Cal.)—Related Chapter 1 1  
cases  that  resulted in the sale  of the LA Kings  hockey team and the building of the Staples 
Center in Los  Angeles ; 

 In re  Carolco Pictures , Inc. (Bankr. C.D.Cal.)—Chapter 1 1  case involving dispos it ion of 
movie rights  and libraries , including rights  to Spider-Man and Terminator 3 , and 
adjudication of copyright and movie production-related contract  rights ; 

 Chapter 1 1  cases for other movie and te levis ion production companies , including Cannon 
Pictures , Inc., Qintex Entertainment, Inc., Gladden Entertainment  and Peregrine 
Entertainment;  

 In re  Firs t  Executive Life  (Bankr. C.D. Cal.)—Mega-Chapter 1 1  case proceeding on currently 
w ith s tate  court  insurance rehabilita t ion proceedings . Confirmed a  plan w ithin 18  months  
of filing; and 

 In re  Miss ion Insurance Group (Bankr. C.D.Cal)—Confirmed plan in complex insurance 
holding company Chapter 1 1  case. 

Rankings 

 Chambers  USA: America ' s Leading Law yers  for Bus iness  2 00 9  for 
Bankruptcy/Res tructuring: California  
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 Southern California  Super Law yers  2 0 09 

Profess ional and Community Activities 

 American Bankruptcy Ins titute , Board Member (1 9 9 4  - 2 0 0 0 ) 

 American Bar Association 

 Commiss ion on Women in the Profess ion, Founding Member (1 9 8 7  - 1 99 1 ) 

 Standing Committee on Federal J udicial Improvements  (1 99 5  - 1 9 9 8 ) 

 J oint  Task Force on Bankruptcy Court  Structure and Insolvency Processes , Member 
(1 9 9 4  - present) 

 American Bar Foundation Fellow  

 American College of Bankruptcy Fellow  

 Ninth Circuit  Council for the Board of Regents , Chair (1 9 9 5  - 1 9 9 8 ) 

 California  State  Bar 

 Committee on Women in the Law , Founding Member (1 9 84  - 1 9 8 7 ); Chair (1 9 86  - 
1 9 8 7 ) 

 Insolvency Law  Committee, Member (20 0 2  - 2 0 0 5 ), Ex Officio Advisor (2 0 0 5  - 
present) 

 Los  Angeles  Bankruptcy Forum , Board Member (2 0 0 0  - 2 0 0 4 ), Member (1 9 85  - Present) 

 National Conference of Bankruptcy J udges Board Member (19 8 9 - 1 99 2 ), Member (1 98 5  - 
Present) 

 Endow ment for Education, Board Member (1 9 92  - 1 9 9 7 ); Chair (1 9 9 4  - 1 9 9 5 ) 

 National Conference of Women' s  Bar Associations  (1 9 8 5  - 1 9 8 9 ) 

 Pres ident (1 9 8 7  - 1 98 8 ); Pres ident Elect  (1 9 86 - 1 9 8 7 ); Vice Pres ident (1 9 8 5  - 1 98 6 ) 
Member of the Board (1 9 8 5  - 1 9 8 9 ) 

Books 

 Lisa Hill Fenning, J . Esher and E. Katz. "Guide to Bankruptcy Mediation" 2 d. Ed. (American 
Bankruptcy Ins titute: Washington, DC 2 0 0 9 ). 

Articles 
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 Lisa Hill Fenning. "Summary of United States  Bankruptcy and Insolvency Law " Co-
authored w ith I. Golds tein, Insolvency & Res tructuring in 4 8  J urisdictions  Worldw ide 
(Gett ing the Deal Through: London, 2 0 0 7 , 2 0 0 8 ). 

 Lisa Hill Fenning. "Executory Contract  Issues and Strategies" Unders tanding the Legal 
Issues  Behind Executory Contracts  in Bankruptcy (Aspatore, Inc., 2 0 0 6 ).  

 Lisa Hill Fenning. "Using ADR Tools  to Solve the Problems of Financially Dis tressed 
Bus inesses" Alternative Dispute Resolution Sett lements  and Negotiat ions  (Aspatore Inc., 
2 0 0 6 ). 

Presentations 

 Lisa Hill Fenning. "New  Adventures  in Fee Collection: Drafting and Enforcing Attorneys '  
Fees  Clauses  after Travelers" Panelist , California  State  Bar Insolvency Law  Committee, 
Webinar (J une 1 4 , 2 0 0 7 ). 

 Lisa Hill Fenning. "Prove It? A Discuss ion of Evidence" Panelis t , American College of 
Bankruptcy Annual Meeting, Washington, DC (March 2 4 , 2 0 0 7 ). 

 Lisa Hill Fenning. "Review  of 9 th Circuit  Published Decis ions  on Bankruptcy for 2 0 0 5 -
2 0 0 6 " Panelist , Los  Angeles  County Bar Association Commercial Law  and Bankruptcy 
Section, Los  Angeles , CA (September 2 6 , 2 0 06). 


